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UNITED STATES QFFICE OF TR LPOICATION
Psucholopical Worfors Toanm
Attached te U.5. Amy Forcos India-Jumaa Theater.
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Japanose. Priaonor Placo inturrozated, Ledo Stochade
of War Interfopation Deto Inturropjatud; AUl 20 - Seopt.1C, luds
Report Ho. 49, Date of Ruport: Ootobler 1}, 1944

By T/3 Alox Yoriehi
Prisonors; 20 Koroon Comfort Girla .
Dnto of Capture; aupuat 10, 1944
Date of Arrival aupguat 15, 1944 .
ot Stookeds, \E(‘Fﬁi

JLARET

PREFACE

Thies report 1z tmeud on the information obtained fram the
interrogation of twunty Koruin “comfort £irle™ and two Jepansse
olvilians capturcd around the tentn of Lujust, 1944 in the monpln~ up
operations efter the fall of lyitkyina in Rurma.

The report shovs how thu Japanesoe rocruited these Keruan
Vocafort girls", the conditinns undur which they liwved and worted,
tholr rolationo with ond reaction to the Japanese soldior, and their
underatanding of the military situation,

A "comfort 3irl" is nothing mora than n prostituto or
“professional camp followor™ attached to the Japaneso Amy for the
bonofit of tho soldiers, The word "comfort «irl" is poculiar te tho
Jopanows. Other reportc ohow tho “eomfort girle" have btor found
vherever it vmas noutoscery for thuy Japensse Lroy te fight, Thie
roport howovur doale only with the Kuroan “cawfort girls® rearuited
by the Japanwsc and attadiied to tholr Amy in Burna. The J-pniavee
aro reperted to havo shipped somo 703 of theso zirls to Jun:a in 1942.

FECRUITING)

Eorly in lay of 1942 Jopancee azents arrived in Koras for
the purpose of enlisting Xorean girls for “oomfort sorvice" in nowly
oonguored Japanocse torritories in Southenot Asin. Tho oature of this
"eorvice™ wro pot spooificd but it weosassumad to o worl conaoctod
with vieiting tho wounded in hoapitals, rolling bandages, and
genatclly making tho soldlers happy, The induccrment ucoed by thooo
agonts woas plonty of money, an opportunity to pey off the Crdly
dobts, oaoy vork, end the prespoct of r vow 137t In o now lond -
Sinzaporo. On the bosio of thesw falce roprusantationa vy sirle
onlistod for overceas duty and wuert rewardod with on =dvance of o
fov hundrod yon.

Ths mojerity of thu girle wurwe i;norant and unoduc:ited,
tlthou,’h & fow had toun comnuctod with “oldest prefesclior o corth"
Ltaofore. The contract they signod bound thur te Army reonilatiosaz and
to worl® for tho "housv maetur" for e poried of fraw six rontis to a
year depeadine on tha fariily dobt for whickh thoy worc adwaico:
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Approximately BOO of thoso 7irls wure recruited 4n thise
manner cnd ther landed with thoir Jannnoao "house riaatorY at Ron:oon
eround Auyuat 20th, 1042, Thoyv camo lo froups of from ei-ht to
twonty-tvio. From hcr\‘.n they wore distributod to various P"-Tt’ of
Burmo,, usunlly to fair sized towns noar Japanose imy o

Ewntu;lly four of thees units roached the Myitlyina 'rioL:ity Thor
woro; Kyoel, Kinaui, Bekushinro, cnd Momeys. The Kyeoi houso wro
ocallod the "unmynm Club™, but was changod whun the girls rozchod
Uyitkyina as Col. Maruyoma, conmspder of the garrison at :2-itlyina,
objoctod te ths similerity to hio nane.

FERBOULITY

The intarrogations show tho avarage Koroan ™oaufert ;irl*
to be about twenty fivo yoars old, unoduoatod, ohildish, whiisiocal,
and solfish, Bho ips not pretty either By Japoposs or Ceucnaian
standards, Bhe is inclined to bu ogotistisal cnd likes to talk
about herself, Her attitude in front of strdngors is quiet snd
doure, but she "luows the wiles of o weman." 6Sbe oclslms to
disliks her "profossicn™ and would rathor not talk either obout It
or her femily. Becauso of tho Xind treatment aho reocuived as a
prisonsr fras Amorican 2oldiers at Myitkylna and ledo, she fools
that thoy ere more ¢motional than Jepunoss loldioru. Bho is
afreid of Ohineas wnd Indian £rocps.- e S

LIVING 4ND WOREING CCWDIT INB!

In Myitkyina the pirls were usually qQuartered io e large
two story house (usually « school bailding)} with & aoparato roos
for eaoch zirl., There cach girl lived, slept, end transectod
busineas, In Myitkyina their food wes prepared by and purchasod
from tbe "houss maetar®™ wn thoy rocsived no rogular ratiom frem
the Japaness Army:s They lived in moar-luxury in Burme in |
comparison to othar placos. Thia wws espooially truv of thedr .
scoond year in Buma. Thay lived woll booause thoir food and
matorial wea not hoavily ratioced and they had plenty of maonoy
with which to purchase desired artioles, They wero able to
buy oloth, choss, oigarsttos, and commotics te wmupplewont tho
many giftd given to them by soldiers who had racoi.'nd Yomlort
bage" from hane.

_Whils in Dunoa they. amused themaolves by partioipating
in ﬂportl sventa with both offlioeru.and men; and sttonded
plonice, entertalrments, and sooial dinnors. They had & phooo-
graph) and’ in ‘the’ towns thoy wore allowed %o o shopping.

PRIDK. BTBIKM)

Tho oonditiona under whish 'they trainsaoted businese
wero ropulated by tho Armmy, snd in oonseetod areas rogulations
wers striotly enforoed. The Lrmy round it peosscoory in con:ostud
.oyean o install a aystem of priocos, priorities, and schadulos
fEr™th6 ~yoriorr mtts—oper whing: in -a- pastioular andaw. lewprding
to interrogations thoe evoraga aystam ¥ra as follows,
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1. foldlery 10 A to & A 1.80 yen 0 to 30 pinutos
2. -0 6P to ¥ A B0 you 30 to 40 nioutes
4. Officors g A toll Al 5,00 yan 30 to 40 ninutoe

.

Thess Were, cverage prices o Ooptrel Burma, Officers wero cllowed
ko riay overnight fgr twenly yeu. In lyltkyina Qol, Marwren:
#lashsd the prices'ts almost ane-half of tho everege prioc.

BOEXDULES 4

the soldiers ofben camplainod sbout congestion ic the
houses, (o mary cooaslons thoy wors pot sorved and hed to leave
a8 the wrmy wen vory strict sbout overstaying leavs, In ordor to
ovorcoms this probles the Amgr set nolde oertein days for certain
unita. Usunlly twe men frouw the unit for the doy wero stationed
at ths houss ta-identify soldiers. L roving MP was also on hend
to knep order. Pollowlns is the schedulo used e "tho'Kycoi®bouse
for the warious unita of the 18th Division »hile at peymyos

Bunday --~—=-——-- 18th Div, Hdqs. Btaflf
Mondey ~-=-e—-—o Cavalry

Tuesday --——— Boginoers

Wodnesday -——=- Day off ond weokly physicol cxam.
Thursdey -—---— Modlos

Priday w-rmmem—-- Mountain artillery

Seturdey -~—e--- Tranaport .

Officers were allowed to ocwe covon nighte s weok. The girls
complaingd thet oven with the schedule.cengestion wes 20 grect that
they ocould mot oare for all gusste, thua oausins 111 fecling among
marty of tho soldiers,

Eoldisras would ocme to the houss, pay the price end ~ot
tickots of cardboard sbout two inchoa square with the price on
the loft side and the pame of tho house on thu othor sido, Esch
soldier's ldentity or ren: was then establiehod sftcr which he
"took his turn in line*, The girls woro allowed the preragative
of refusins a oustcmer,  This was often donc if the perscd wore
too drunk,

PAY AND LIVING COWDITIONS:

‘ Pha "house master' recelvud [ifty to slxty por cont of
“the, ;irle! grosa earnings dopwuding on how much of a dobt ezch
girl hed inourred when she sipued her contrmct. Thle moant that
in an average menth o girl would sross about fifteon hundred ron,
Bho turned over ceven hundred and fifty to tho “mestor”. Lanv
*mastors™ mado 1ife voery difficult for the girls by eherrin: thom
high prices for food and othor articles.

In the lattur part of 1943 tho Army lssucd orders that
oortein girle who had pald thoir dobt could returm hanu. Some of
tho pirls wore thua allowed to.rotwr to Rorca.

The intorrsgations furthoer show that tho hoilth of thoso
girle was rood, Thuv werg wall supplied with :1l tipec of
contracoptives, and often soldiors wrould brins thoir evm whlch
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hod buen suppliod by the ermy, They were wull trained in loeeckin:
aftortboth themsalves and customers in the matter ol hy eino, A"
re uler Japaneso Army doctor visited tho housos onoo » wo:l: and
any =irl found discased wac givon troatment, secludod, ané svon-
turlly sent to & hospital. This some procedure wao carried on
within tho rania of the Army itsolf, but it is inturostin: te
noty that s soldior did not loeso pay during the poriod heo wae
confinod.

RE/LTIONS TO JAPANESE SOLDIERS,

In their rolatione with tho Japanose officers and iom
only two nemes of Any consequoncu cwnw out of interrozatious.
Thoy wore those of Col, Uaruyama, conmander of the parrison at
Eviticrine, ond Mnj.Gen. Mizukami, who brouzht in reinforcusents.
Tht two wero exect opposites, The former was hard, selfish and
repulaive with no consideration lor his men) the latter a o004,
J7ind man and e fine soldier, with tho utwont consideration for
thoso who woriced under him. The Colonul wna a constant heitue !
of tho houesos whilc tho General was novur known te havo visited
them. With tho fall of Vyitkyina, Col. Maruyama supposedly
desorted while Gon. Litukamitocamitted sulcido because he could

. not avacuats the men«

SOLDIERS! REACTIONS:

The evurage Japanesc soldior is embarrascod adout boing
seen in a “oonfort house' acoording to one of tho sirls who scid,
*whon the place is packod he 1c apt to bo sshamed if he has to
wait 4n line for his turn™. Howsvor there were numerous
instancus of proposals of marriage and in cortaln cacea marrisgee
actually took place.

411 the rirle agre«d that the worst officers and men
wio camo to see thum wore those who were drunk and leavin: br the
front the following day, 3ut all likewls¢ eprecd that even though
vory drunk the Japaneac soldier never discussed military mntters
or sscrote with them. Thoush the irls might start tho convoree-

- tion obout samo military matter tho officer or snlisted man would

not talk, Lut would in faet "scold us lor discusaing suoh un-ledy
li}e subjeocts., Even Col. Maruyams whon drunk would never diecuea
euch rattors,”

The noldisrs would ofter exproas how much thoey onjoynd
receivin:; magaclnes, lettors and nowspapure from homi., Theoy slée
montionsd the rocoipt of "comfort bars® fillod with carnod nooda,
maro~inca, spap, handkerchiefs, toothbrush, miniature doll,
llpstick, and woodon cleje. The lipotick and clojs wure
dosinitely feminine and tho girls couldn't underctond why tho
rtoplo at home were cending osuch articlss. They apoculatod thiet
tho rondor could only have had thomselves or tho “native xirlas"
i orednd.

PEAZTIC: TO TiE LILITARY SITU.T10M

It uppoars tiint the “new very littlo shreut tho slitery
sjtustion erouvnd Myltlorine evoen up bo aned including, thoe wie of
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their retreat and copture. Thero ie howevor ‘sowe information
worth noting

4 "In the initial attack on Nyitkyine and the air strip
tout two hundred Japanese died in bottle, leaving olumt two
huudrod te dofend the town. Ammunition was vory low,

“Col. Maruyame dispersed hic um. During the followin:,
dnys thu onumy woru shootinz haphozardly wverriaere. 4+ Has A wast
sine. thoy didnit swom to ainm et any particular thing. The
Jopanese soldiers on the othar hand had orders to fire one sivot
at o tino and only when thay were aure of a hit.”

“ofore the. enamy attacked on tiw wouet oir strip,
soldioya stationud around Kyitkyina woru Adispatched olaevhore
to stem tho AXlied attaok in tho Horth and Wost. About four
hwwtrod ner wore loft bohind, largely (rom the 1ldth Reiuent.
Evidontly Col, Uaruynma did not oxpect thu town to bu attacked.
Lator Juj. Gon, Witulnnl of the 56th Division brought in
ruinforevnents of moru than two regiments but thuau vere wnatrle
te hold the tomn. :

+ wac the conconsus omong tite girls that Allied
bLasrings were intonsv ond frigntening and bocruse of tham thoyv
apont most of their lest days in foxholes. Ono or two evan
carrisd oa work there. The comfort houses were bumbod and
toveral of the girls wers woundod and killed.

RETREAT AND CAPTURE,

The eatory aof the rotroat and finsl capture of the
“eomfort rirle" is comowhat vaguo end confueed in their own
uinds. From variuvus ruports it eppoors that the following,
vocurrod: on the pnight of July 3lst & purty of sixty throe
peoplo inoluding the "camfort girle® of threc housea (Raku-
shinro wes morged with Kinsui), familive, and holpore, etartad
ocross tho Irrawoddy River in emal) boate. They ovuntually
landod sonowhere noer Wolnsmewt, Thoy stayed ther® untll
August 4th, but nover optered Wainmunw. From tharu they
follawed in thepaih of a group of soldierc until Aujust 7th
whon thers wae o ekirmish with the c¢nomy and the party split
up. The girls vure ordered ta fellow the soldlers aftur a
throe hour intorwml. They di4 thibr enl s to find thwrsaelwes an
tho bank of o rivur with no sim off tho zoldiurs or any r-uang
of crosoin:., They roncined in a na:rby housw until Auwust 10th
whan they were lcl:ptured by Ksoluin pul-livrs lud Ty on Englich
o Tic:r, Thoy ware token ts LY a2 and tlear to tha Lede

stockade whare thu intorre,wations Wil e the juais of thice
report toek pluce.
.l?t.O.F_A_lK Nk,
Tha pirls lsww practicll: ki e A ey 1
s [

L

niothe Japrave.,
- aaldiuvea taboo
az LB owory in JdUpas

uzed ¢ ai

Towivluns thal bl
v lowllota in &}
Ware oapniale to anlors s
snoldiers revised Lo liseuos b Sn Wit dhin tirdo.
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rememderid e leaflet ebout Col. Leruymnma (eppareztls it wos
lyityina Trecp lpparl), but she did not bolisvo it, Othors hecrd
the scldiors disowssing 1qcflets frao timo to fime but e tensisle
raserks resulted from thoir eevesdropping. Howower it s imteruet.
ing to note that wne officer spresscd thy view that “Jrpan csntt win

"redio brosdeady®, ., , . .

this war".
REBQUESTEH,
. Hona of the grle ‘gpedil i Pt v doudepuosor
ured at mtb{.m,)#:@o?; -ovprhanr Yhe rold olr}j'}pufi.on‘r.
2 ' ..._ .

FARE T

Thiy asksd that leaflots telling of thu ocpturc of tho
Y Omfort gir}s™ shoyld ngt be used ‘for it would endonzor the lives
‘of other girla if the &y Imev of Ybhair coptarre, Ther did think
it would be & good 14ea*fo utiline $8d fook of tholr copture in coy
droppings plonned for Xored, o
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+PPLTDIX TAY

Fellovine crou tho nmmes of the twe-ty Foresn "econdart
2irls" ond the e Jawrnesc el cilicus daborrogntad ta ebtrin tho

phoncticizud.
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18,
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20.

Tl

Shin SN
Kol

Prn VNN
Chin’ e S
Chuw: TR
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Kim W

Kin TN

Eim T
Kin (-

Fe R

Chu: SN

Koke MR

Ton W
Opu

Kin M
He. SR
Olci .
Yin SEN

anese Clviliousg

Kitunure, WG
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21
20
26
21
27
25
19
25
21

22

26
27
21

21

31
20
20
21
20
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38
41
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Hoishonnide, Shinshu

it Srnzopo, Tuaad
Shiushu
(eishoho'ado, T-itu
Hoishon: o, SGhiashu

keishoah™»ule, {-ilomu
n 1

Keishon-ndo, 1reon
1]

Fwabol
v Trilora
" Shiuishu
1 [}
1 eigen fun,
Kevamon fara
it

Xrivro, Scel:iholu
riv, Fyu Iuri
Heirononde, ifuljo
i |

¥olkldo, Keijo
t n

Kelshohokude, Trilom
Zenronendo, Xoshu

Kedlide, XKoijo
1) 1t



